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Purpose 

1. To submit the Election Report on the November 2008 Melbourne City Council elections prepared 
by the Victorian Electoral Commission. 

Recommendation from Management 

2. That the Finance and Governance Committee note the Election Report provided by the Victorian 
Electoral Commission for the November 2008 Council elections. 

Background 

3. At its meeting on Tuesday, 31 March 2009, the Council resolved as follows: 

“That Council: 

• note the Election Report provided by the Victorian Electoral Commission for the 
November 2008 Council elections; and 

• refers this report to the Finance and Governance Committee for consideration.” 

4. The Victorian Electoral Commission’s report is attached for further consideration. 

5. The Local Government Act 1989 requires that: 

5.1. the returning officer must prepare a report to the Chief Executive Officer on the conduct of 
the election within the period of 3 months after election day; 

5.2. the report must include a certified record of the number of ballot-papers and declarations 
printed, issued, used, spoiled and returned; and 

5.3. the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that the report is submitted to the Council at the 
earliest practicable meeting of the Council held after the report is received by the Chief 
Executive Officer. 

Key Issues 

6. The Election Report prepared by the VEC includes detailed information about the role of the 
Returning Officer, the Election Office, candidate services, enquiry services, issuing and return of 
ballot papers, the computer count and declaration of the results, voter participation, the 
communication campaign and complaints.
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Attachment: 
1. VEC Election Report 

2 

7. The participation rate (total number of votes received as a percentage of the total enrolment) was 
62.14 per cent for the Leadership Team and 62.26 per cent for the Councillors. 

8. The informal voting rate was 4.67 per cent for the Leadership Team and 2.64 per cent for the 
Councillors. 

Finance 

9. There are no financial implications arising from the recommendation contained in the report. 

Legal 

10. No legal implications arise from the recommendation contained in the report. 
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 BACKGROUND 

Under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1989, the Melbourne City Council 
engaged the Victorian Electoral Commission to conduct the general elections for the 
Council in November 2008.  This report is on the conduct of the elections to elect seven 
councillors to represent the City as a whole and the election of the Lord Mayor and 
Deputy Lord Mayor (Leadership Team). 

The elections were conducted in accordance with the City of Melbourne Act 2001, the City 
of Melbourne (Elections) Regulations 2001, the Local Government Act 1989 and the Local 
Government (Electoral) Regulations 2005. 

Election Dates 

Exhibition Roll date Thursday, 21 August 2008 

Public Inspection of Exhibition Roll Monday, 29 September — Friday, 3 October 2008 

Entitlement date Friday, 3 October 2008 

Certification of Voters Roll Thursday, 23 October 2008 

Opening of nominations Thursday, 23 October 2008 

Close of nominations Tuesday, 28 October 2008 (12.00 noon) 

Last day for registration of group names Thursday, 30 October 2008 (4.00pm) 

Last day for lodgement of group/candidate  
statements, photos and group voting  
tickets/indication of preferences Monday, 3 November 2008 (4.00pm) 

Despatch of ballot packs Tuesday, 11 November — Thursday, 13 November 2008 

Last day of voting Friday, 28 November 2008 (6.00pm) 

Election day Saturday, 29 November 2008 

Declaration of results Tuesday, 2 December (10.00am) 
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The Municipality 

The City of Melbourne covers an area of approximately 38 square kilometres.  Localities 
include Carlton, Carlton North, Docklands, East Melbourne, Flemington, Hotham Hill, 
Kensington, Melbourne, Melbourne West, North Melbourne, Parkville, Port Melbourne, 
Prahran, South Yarra and Southbank. 

The boundaries of the City of Melbourne were changed on 1 July 2007 to incorporate the 
Melbourne Docklands and again on 1 July 2008 to include the whole of the suburbs of 
Kensington and North Melbourne within the City of Melbourne. 

The municipality, as shown in the accompanying map, is unsubdivided. 
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VOTERS ROLL 

Voters Rolls 

The entitlement date for enrolment on the Electoral Commissioner’s list of voters and the 
Chief Executive Officer’s list of voters was Friday, 3 October 2008.  The VEC produced the 
voters rolls in conjunction with Council. 

Roll preparation involves a preliminary process that starts well before election day.  
Council provided preliminary data on 27 June 2008.  The preliminary process mirrors the 
final process and aims to identify and feedback to Council, issues with their data that will 
slow down final processing or cause problems with the completeness or accuracy of the 
final voters rolls.  This very detailed feedback, including duplicates and deceased people, 
was provided on 17 September 2008 for Council to act on, to improve the quality of their 
final data and to minimise processing delays. 

The exhibition roll date was Thursday, 21 August and Council provided the combined 
voters roll for exhibition over 5 days from 29 September to 3 October at the following 
location: 

Melbourne Town Hall Administration Building, 
Front Desk, 90-120 Swanston Street,  
Melbourne 

Alternatively the roll could be checked online at www.melbourne.vic.gov.au. 

The exhibition roll data was provided to the VEC on 30 September and express processed 
through our system so that duplicates and deceased could be sent back to Council on 8 
October. Council processed these changes as well as the updates to the exhibition roll 
received up to entitlement day on 3 October. Council provided the VEC with the 
certification data on 19 October and provided the roll for Certification to the Chief 
Executive Officer.  The Chief Executive Officer certified the voters rolls on Thursday, 23 
October. 

On 28 October, it was confirmed that the certified voters roll required amendment to add 
one voter, delete three voters and one name correction.  The amendments were certified 
by the Chief Executive Officer of the City of Melbourne and the Returning Officer on 29 
October. 

The number of persons included on the certified voters roll after the amendments made 
on 29 October was as follows: 

Category 
Number enrolled

2008 
Number enrolled 

2004 

Electoral Commissioner’s Voters List 38,970 (39.8%) 28,354 (37.4%) 

Chief Executive Officer’s Voters List 58,885 (60.2%) 47,510 (62.6%) 

Total 97,855 75,864 

Page 8 of 59



  8 

 

A copy of the voters roll was provided to candidates on CD-Rom at the time of 
nomination.  The CD contained: 

• a comma-delimited file of all voters enrolled for their electorate (except silent 
electors); 

• pdf version of the certified roll for printing to hard copy;  

• 2 address labels files (residents and non-residents), pre-formatted for printing onto 
labels; 

• List of Streets for the municipality; 

• booklet entitled Vote Counting Systems; and 

• detailed instructions for using the above files. 

Before receiving a roll in electronic format, each candidate made the declaration on the 
nomination form that they would, 

“only use the voters roll data provided to me in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 1989.  I declare that I will only use the roll for the purpose of 
conducting my election campaign. Within 30 days of the declaration of the result 
of the election, I will either destroy the roll and any copies made of it, or return 
the roll and any copies to the Chief Executive Officer of the Council”. 

COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN 

The communication campaign aimed to maximise voter participation in your Council 
election, seeking to raise awareness of enrolment and when to vote, informing voters of 
their rights and responsibilities, and explaining how to vote correctly. 

The statewide advertising commenced in September 2008 and the last of the statutory 
advertising appeared in December 2008. 

Mandatory Communication Products and Services 

Statutory Advertisements 

Notices required by the Local Government Act 1989 in the conduct of local council 
elections formed the basis of the communication campaign and were published in 
newspapers selected by Council. 

In developing the statutory press advertising, careful consideration was given to: 

• communicating and clearly expressing key messages at the right time; 

• consistent branding of VEC and council logos alongside the  “Your Melbourne Your 
Vote” theme to enable easy identification of the message source and its nature; and 

• cost efficiency. 
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The VEC placed the following statutory advertisements on behalf of Council for the 
November 2008 local council elections: 

Advertisement  Publication Publication date 

Notice of 
entitlement date 

Caulfield Glen Eira/Port Phillip Leader

Stonnington Leader 

Melbourne Yarra Leader 

Moonee Valley Leader 

Moonee Valley Community News 

Emerald Hill Weekly 

Melbourne Times 

City Weekly 

Tuesday, 9 September 

Tuesday, 9 September  

Wednesday, 10 September 

Monday, 8 September  

Tuesday, 9 September  

Wednesday, 10 September 

Wednesday, 10 September 

Thursday, 11 September 

Notice of election Caulfield Glen Eira/Port Phillip Leader

Stonnington Leader 

Melbourne Yarra Leader 

Moonee Valley Leader 

Moonee Valley Community News 

Emerald Hill Weekly 

Melbourne Times 

City Weekly 

Tuesday, 7 October 

Tuesday, 7 October 

Wednesday, 8 October 

Monday, 6 October 

Tuesday, 7 October 

Wednesday, 8 October 

Wednesday, 8 October  

Thursday, 8 October  

Voting details  Caulfield Glen Eira/Port Phillip Leader

Stonnington Leader 

Melbourne Yarra Leader 

Moonee Valley Leader 

Moonee Valley Community News 

Emerald Hill Weekly 

Melbourne Times 

City Weekly 

Tuesday, 11 November 

Tuesday, 11 November  

Wednesday, 12 November 
Monday, 10 November  

Tuesday, 11 November 

Wednesday, 12 November 

Wednesday, 12 November 

Thursday, 13 November 

Declaration of 
results 

Caulfield Glen Eira/Port Phillip Leader

Stonnington Leader 

Melbourne Yarra Leader 

Moonee Valley Leader 

Moonee Valley Community News 

Emerald Hill Weekly 

Melbourne Times 

City Weekly 

Tuesday, 9 December 

Tuesday, 9 December 

Wednesday, 10 December 

Thursday, 11 December 

Tuesday, 9 December 

Wednesday, 17 December 

Wednesday, 10 December 

Thursday, 11 December 

See Appendix 4 for copies of the statutory advertisements. 
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Statewide Advertising  

A statewide advertising campaign was developed to maximise promotion of the elections 
across the key areas of enrolment and voting.  It ran in The Age, Herald Sun and Weekly 
Times); on regional television (Prime, WIN and Southern Cross); on regional, metropolitan 
and ethnic radio; and in ethnic press.   

A spike in additions, changes and deletions to the roll was observed across Victoria 
during the enrolment advertising period, while the volume of calls to the VEC telephone 
enquiry service peaked throughout the voting advertising period (see ‘Telephone Enquiry 
Service’). 

 

 
 

See Appendix 5 for the statewide advertising schedules applicable to Council. Both the 
metropolitan and regional statewide advertising schedules are available on request. 

Communication Services for Voters with Special Needs 

The VEC worked with Vision Australia to provide information for blind and vision-impaired 
voters about the local council elections.  This included the provision of downloadable 
large-print and MP3 audio files on the VEC website, onsite access to assisted reading 
equipment at Vision Australia centres, and promotion of the elections on Radio 3RPH 
throughout Victoria. 

The VITS Language Link telephone interpreting and multi-language information service 
operated throughout the election period.  All statewide press advertising included 
interpreting service telephone numbers, as did Council’s statutory and reminder press 
advertisements.  From September to November 2008, a total of 8,241 calls statewide were 
made to the VITS Language Link service.  Of these, 6,179 callers obtained the information 
required from the pre-recorded message in their language while 2,062 required the 
assistance of an interpreter.  A total of 71 requests for an interpreter were responded to 
for the Melbourne City Council election from October to December.  The most prevalent 
language assistance requested for Melbourne was Cantonese (23 requests), Mandarin (23 
requests) and Vietnamese (9 requests). 
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Election year September  
VITS calls 

October  
VITS calls 

November  
VITS calls 

2008 - local council elections 191 191 7,859 

2005 - local council elections  96 67 5,549 

 
In addition, the VEC engaged ethnic media specialists to translate and distribute two 
media releases to 69 ethnic publications in 17 languages (Amharic, Arabic, Bosnian, 
Cambodian, Chinese, Croatian, Dari, Greek, Italian, Korean, Macedonian, Persian, Russian, 
Serbian, Spanish, Turkish and Vietnamese).  

Media release Publication period % Coverage $ Advertising value

Enrol to vote for this 

November’s council elections 
Late September 2008 74% 

 
$15,894.72 ex GST 

Voting in the November council 

elections 
Mid-November 2008 81% $17,160.30 ex GST 

The languages selected were recommended by Leba Ethnic Media and the Victorian 
Multicultural Commission on the basis of 2006 Census data, the growth trends of new and 
emerging communities, and the availability, distribution and suitability of ethnic media 
publications. 

Additional Products and Services 

A number of products and services complementing the communication campaign were 
provided at no additional cost to Council.   

• The VEC ran an opt-in campaign for blind or vision-impaired voters wishing to receive 

either large-print or Braille ballot papers.  This was promoted through direct mail 
(in Braille or on CD) to Vision Australia and Blind Citizens Australia client databases, 
and on radio 3AW and 3RPH.  At the close of voting, a total of 26 Braille and 145 
large-print ballot papers had been issued.  This included requests for one Braille and 
two large-print sets of ballot papers for the Melbourne City Council elections.  Three 
closed circuit television monitors were made available for delivery/use for Melbourne 
City Council voters upon request - for those with a vision-impairment who had 
difficulty reading either the Leadership Team or Councillor booklets. No such request 
was made. 

• The VEC worked with VicDeaf to produce an Auslan DVD about enrolment, 
nominating and voting in local council elections, and distributed copies to 20 
support groups and peak bodies.   

• Similar content was produced in Easy English booklet format with assistance from 
Scope Victoria for people with low English literacy, and learning and cognitive 
disabilities.  As a measure of their popularity, the VEC on request sent around 2,880 
booklets for postal elections and 2,150 for attendance elections.     
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• Leaflets containing enrolment and voting advice for families and carers of people 
with a cognitive impairment were distributed with the assistance of Carers Victoria 
who published information on the local council elections in its newsletters.    

• An information series was produced on the local council elections comprising nine 
booklets:  Structural Overview and Key Dates, Vote Counting Systems, Counting 
Arrangements, New Initiatives, Electoral Advertising and Campaign Material, Roll 
Preparation, Ballot Paper Scanning, Ballot Paper Tracking (Postal Elections), and Ballot 
Paper Tracking (Attendance Elections).  

The above products were available for download on the VEC website at 
www.vec.vic.gov.au/disabilities.html or in the ‘resource centre’ of the website.   

• Election specific information packs were sent to more than 800 community and 
government organisations across Victoria, including Indigenous groups, migrant 
resource centres, culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) community groups, aged 
care providers, community legal centres, community information centres, youth 
organisations and disability groups.  Election specific resource packs were also sent 
to all 128 Victorian Members of Parliament and all 79 local councils. 

• The VEC sponsored the production of The Age education supplement  ‘Act Local - 
Understanding local government’, 203,800 copies of which were distributed with The 
Age on Monday, 27 October 2008.  A teacher guide, ‘Act Local’, is also available for 
download on The Age website, and 1,855 unique visitors to the site were registered 
on the day of its release.  Copies of the supplement were also distributed at 
Parliament House Open Day and Comview teachers’ conference, both held in 
November 2008.   

• In the three-month period prior to election day, ten enrolment information and voter 

education sessions were delivered to groups traditionally under-represented in voter 
turnout, including CALD community members, young people and people experiencing 
homelessness.  The VEC also delivered a local government information segment for 
the Indigenous audience on 3KND radio.     

• Following successful enrolment and voting sessions at homeless agencies during 
previous election periods, the VEC held six enrolment sessions and provided four 
special voting facilities during the 2008 local council election period.  This resulted 
in a total of 68 enrolments and 91 votes statewide.  Information about enrolment 
and voting provisions for people experiencing homelessness was also distributed 
regionally via the CHP (Council to Homeless Persons) regional homeless network.  

• A number of measures have been implemented in the past to negate recurring and 

unproven allegations of postal election fraud.  In November 2008, a partnership 
with Crime Stoppers was implemented to raise public awareness and encourage 
reporting of alleged bulk missing/theft of ballot packs.  A radio and print 

advertisement campaign coincided with the mail out of ballot packs, while security 
personnel were hired to conduct 1,160 person hours of observation around particular 
housing estates with bulk letterboxes in a common area in Melbourne’s inner city.  
Despite this promotion and observation, no call to Crime Stoppers or security 
observation raised any concerns. 
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• An additional press advertisement ran in August 2008 to encourage people who had 
moved to update their address and/or post office box number.   

See Appendix 5 for the Postal Ballot Fraud press and radio advertisement schedule, and a 
copy of the Post Office Box Update press advertisement. 

 

Selected Optional Extras to Mandatory Communication Products and Services 

Reminder Advertisement  

A non-statutory notice was published as a final reminder to voters of the close of voting.  
It included where to hand-deliver completed ballot papers and Returning Officer contact 
details. 

Advertisement  Publication Publication date 

Voting Reminder Caulfield Glen Eira/Port Phillip Leader

Stonnington Leader 

Melbourne Yarra Leader 

Moonee Valley Leader 

Moonee Valley Community News 

Emerald Hill Weekly 

Melbourne Times 

City Weekly 

Herald Sun 

Melbourne Age 

Tuesday, 18 November 

Tuesday, 18 November 

Wednesday, 19 November 

Monday, 17 November 

Tuesday, 18 November 

Wednesday, 19 November 

Wednesday, 19 November 

Thursday, 20 November 

Saturday, 22 November 

Saturday, 22 November 

See Appendix 4 for a copy of the reminder advertisement. 

Multi-language Voting Instructions  

Step-by-step instructions on how to vote formally for both the Leadership Team and the 
Councillors were translated into six community languages and included in the voting 
instruction booklets for each election provided in the ballot pack (Arabic, Chinese, Greek, 
Indonesian, Italian and Vietnamese).    

Housing Estate Poster 

A poster was produced and placed in mail delivery and foyer areas of high-density 
housing estates throughout the entire inner-City area.  The poster advised the ballot 
packs had been delivered and should be returned by 6.00pm on Friday, 28 November. 
Enquiries were to be directed to the election office.  A total of 200 posters were 
produced, with a number being provided to the Council for its own purposes. 
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Communication Services Included in the Administrative Costs 

Media Relations 

Media releases formed an important part of the communication campaign.  Content 
assisted journalists in providing factual and accurate information when reporting on the 
conduct of the elections.   

To help develop a good working relationship with key media, the VEC conducted a media 
briefing session specific to the Melbourne City Council elections only on Monday, 15 
September 2008.  A detailed Media Information Kit was supplied to attendees, and was 
emailed to journalists who were unable to attend the briefing. 

The following media releases were issued during key election stages to metropolitan and 
local media. 

Media release Distribution period 

Don’t miss your chance to vote in the Melbourne City 

Council elections 
Week commencing 15 September 

Enrol to vote this week Week commencing 22 September  

Nominating for the Melbourne City Council elections Week commencing 6 October 

Melbourne City Council elections just around the corner Week commencing 13 October 

Voting starts in the Melbourne City Council elections Week commencing 3 November 

Last chance to vote in the Melbourne City Council elections Week commencing 17 November 

A media advisory with information for reporters on how to attend the official declaration 
of results was also issued to local print and broadcast media.  

In addition, five statewide media releases were distributed throughout the election 
period to a distribution list of more than 150 recipients, including journalists 
representing The Age, Herald Sun and Weekly Times; ABC and commercial radio; and 
regional and metropolitan television broadcasters.  Media releases were also distributed 
to over 60 community radio broadcasters.   

Tailored radio media releases and MP3 audio grabs featuring either the Electoral 
Commissioner or the Deputy Electoral Commissioner were also sent to regional and 
metropolitan commercial radio stations.  This radio media campaign generated more than 
100 news items between late September and election day. 

Returning Officers and communication staff at the VEC responded to media enquiries and 
interview requests throughout the election period.  Media interest peaked during the 
nomination period and over the election weekend, with most media enquiries seeking 
clarification about election timelines, the voting system and the Leadership Team 
election results. 

See Appendix 6 for a list of examples only of statewide coverage obtained.  All media 
releases are published on the VEC website at www.vec.vic.gov.au/lgreleases.html 

Page 15 of 59



  15 

Website 

The VEC provided a customised homepage for Council on its website which functioned as 
the access point to information on various aspects of the election. A homepage link was 
supplied to Council, enabling Council to publish the link on its own website. 

Those candidates nominating for councillor positions could use the VEC’s ‘Candidate 
Helper’ to complete their nomination details online, however they were unable to use this 
facility for their indication of preferences or candidate statements due to the differences 
between the Melbourne City Council voting system and the voting system used by all 
other councils.  Those candidates nominating for the Leadership Team were unable to use 
the Candidate Helper at all for the same reason. During the nomination period, candidate 
nominations were updated to the website at least once a day.   

The VEC recorded approximately 9,839 unique visitors to Council’s homepage from 22 
September to 15 December 2008.  The graph below shows the number of page views per 
day throughout that period.  In addition, 4,263 enrolment forms were downloaded from 
the VEC’s website between Wednesday, 13 August and Friday, 3 October 2008.  In the 
week after the election, there were more than 40,000 unique visitors to the VEC’s 
summary results progress page. 

 

 

Telephone Enquiry Service 

The Returning Officer provided a telephone enquiry service at the Election Office from 
Monday, 6 October to the close of voting.   

Typical reasons for calls were: 

• voting entitlements and compulsory voting; 

• roll queries; 

• ballot pack had not been received (due to random despatch over 3 days); 

• ballot pack had not been received because the voter was now living at a different  

 address from their enrolled address; 

• voter had inadvertently destroyed the ballot pack; 

• why had the person received a ballot pack at all as they don’t live in 
Victoria/Australia and don’t own any property (deeming provision); 

• voter is overseas or interstate; and 

• queries regarding the contents of the ballot pack. 
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The graph below shows the number of calls received during the election period at the 
Election Office: 

 

The telephone enquiry service at the Election Office was linked to the VEC’s overflow call 
centre.  The overflow call centre also answered calls to the VEC’s 13 18 32 telephone 
number.  Over 29,000 calls were answered at the VEC’s overflow call centre from Monday, 
22 September to Friday, 5 December 2008.   

The graph below shows the number of calls answered by the VEC’s overflow call centre for 
Melbourne City Council: 
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In addition, the VEC operated a TTY (telephone typewriter) service to enable people with 
speech and hearing impairment to access the VEC enquiry service. The TTY number was 
printed on all election press advertising and communication products.  A total of 181 
calls were made to the TTY service throughout October and November 2008 across all 
council elections.  However, only five callers had the appropriate equipment to connect 
with the VEC’s service. 
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Enquiries from members of the public were also received via email to the VEC.  Between 
Monday, 22 September and Friday, 5 December 2008, the VEC received and replied to 
1,277 emails across all council elections. 
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RETURNING OFFICER 

Returning Officer 

After consultation with Council, the Electoral Commissioner appointed Bill Lang as 
Returning Officer on 30 July.  Bill was selected from the VEC’s group of trained senior 
election officials. 

Returning Officer’s Duties 

The Returning Officer was responsible for: 

• setting up an office and establishing a telephone enquiry service at the office; 

• conducting two information sessions for prospective candidates; 

• handling all candidates’ enquiries; 

• receiving nomination forms from persons wishing to nominate; 

• receiving, banking and keeping a record of nomination fees received; 

• receiving group/candidates’ personal statements, photographs, group voting tickets 
and indications of preferences; 

• issuing any special circumstance votes, replacement votes and unenrolled votes; 

• overseeing the return, recording and checking of all declaration envelopes; 

• recruiting office staff and counting staff; 

• organising the extraction of ballot papers and the computer count; 

• declaring the result of the elections; and 

• packaging and despatching all election materials for return to Council. 

Deputy Returning Officer 

Bill Lang appointed three Deputy Returning Officers - Dale Coghlan and Tam Vistarini on 4 
August and Jo Pearse 5 August.  The Deputy Returning Officers were selected from the 
VEC’s group of trained senior election officials. 

Clerical Officers 

Bill Lang employed up to twelve clerical officers to assist with work at the election office 
as follows: 

• answering telephone and in-person election enquires; 

• assisting with the appointment of election casuals; 

• processing applications for replacement ballot material; and 

• scanning returned ballot material. 
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Support for the Returning Officer 

The role of the VEC was to support the Returning Officer by: 

• preparing the communications campaign; 

• providing all necessary manuals for the conduct of the elections; 

• providing office equipment and necessary furniture; 

• providing voters rolls and any related roll products; 

• arranging for the printing of candidates’ statements, ballot papers and ballot pack 
envelopes; 

• arranging for the secure despatch of the ballot packs; 

• providing our computerised election management system for the conduct of the 
election; 

• providing legal advice as required regarding any aspect of the election process; 

• notifying the Minister for Local Government of the results of the election; 

• arranging for nomination fees to be refunded to candidates, where appropriate; 

• providing legal representation for the returning officer in the case of an appeal to 
the Municipal Electoral Tribunal or the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal; 

• excusing those voters not required to vote or who offered an acceptable excuse for 
failing to vote; 

• producing a list of non-voters; 

• organising the follow-up of non-voters; and 

• preparing an election report for Council. 

 

ELECTION OFFICE 

Election Office 

The Returning Officer and staff were located at Council House, Level 6, 200 Little Collins 
Street, Melbourne from Monday, 6 October to Friday, 5 December.  The office was open to 
the public between the hours of 9:00am — 5:00pm Monday to Friday from Wednesday, 22 
October to Monday, 1 December, not including public holidays.  Extended hours were 
provided on Thursday, 27 November from 9.00am — 8.00pm and Friday, 28 November from 
9.00am — 6.00pm. 

The VEC arranged for the installation of telephone lines, provided fax and photocopying 
facilities, computer systems and other equipment including letter-opening machines and 
electronic ballot paper counting equipment.  
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CANDIDATES 

Candidates’ Information Sessions 

The Returning Officer held two information sessions for prospective candidates in the 
Council Meeting Room, Level 2, Town Hall Administration Building, 120 Swanston Street, 
Melbourne as follows: 

• Monday, 20 October commencing at 7.00pm; and 

• Tuesday, 21 October commencing at 12.30pm.  

Sixteen interested persons attended the sessions, ten on 20 October and six on 21 
October. 

Candidates’ Kit 

Each candidate was provided with an information kit for either the Leadership Team or 
Councillor elections.  The kit contained: 

• Candidate handbook (Leadership Team or Councillor); 

• Nomination form (Leadership Team or Councillor); 

• Request for Team Name (Leadership Team only); 

• Request for Grouping and Group Name (Councillor only); 

• Scrutineer Handbook; 

• form for appointment and declaration of scrutineer; 

• form for supplying group/candidate statement, photograph and indication of 
preferences (Leadership Team or Councillor); 

• sample candidate’s statement and indication of preferences Leadership Team or 
Councillor); 

• Election Campaign Donation Return; 

• information on preferential and proportional representation counting systems; 

• key election dates; 

• map of the municipality; and 

• Returning Officer’s contact details. 

A DVD explaining the proportional representation counting system was also made 
available to candidates. 

Nominations 

Nominations opened on Thursday, 23 October and closed at 12.00 noon on Tuesday, 28 
October.  Eleven nominations were received for the Leadership Team election and 32 
nominations for the Councillor election by the close of nominations. 
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The Returning Officer was responsible for the receipt of the $250 nomination fee that was 
held in a special bank account for the duration of the election period. 

The nominations received for the Leadership Team are listed in ballot paper order in 
Appendix 1 and the nominations received for Councillors are listed in ballot paper order 
in Appendix 2. 

Ballot Draws 

The Returning Officer conducted an electronic ballot draw to determine the order of 
candidate’s names on the ballot papers for the Leadership Team and Councillors.   

The ballot draw for the Leadership Team election was held at the Election Office at 
2.00pm on Tuesday, 28 October.  The ballot draw for the Councillor election was held at 
the Election Office at 5.00pm on Thursday, 30 October. 

The results of the draw for the Leadership Team are shown in Appendix 1 and the results 
of the draw for Councillors are shown in Appendix 2. 

Registration of Group Names 

The registration of group names closed at 4.00 pm on Thursday, 30 October.   

The Returning Officer registered group names for each of the eleven Leadership Teams 
and nine group names for the election of Councillors.  No group names were rejected by 
the Returning Officer. 

The group names registered with the Returning Officer are shown in Appendices 1 and 2. 

Group/Candidate Statements & Group Voting Tickets/Indication of Preferences 

The period for lodgement of group/candidate statements, photographs, group voting 
tickets/indications of preferences closed at 4:00 pm on Monday, 3 November. 

Leadership Team 
All leadership teams submitted a statement and indication of preferences.  Photographs 
were submitted for all but one candidate. 

The candidates’ statements, photographs and indication of preferences were published in 
the booklet included in the ballot pack mailed to voters in the order in which the 
candidates’ names appear on the ballot paper. 

Councillors 
All groups for the Councillor election lodged a group statement, photographs and group 
voting ticket.  One group submitted two group voting tickets. 

No proof reading errors were identified in the final printed products produced for the 
ballot packs. 
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VOTING 

Printing of Ballot papers 

A security printer was selected to print the ballot papers, using a different colour for the 
Leadership Team and Councillor elections.  To ensure their integrity, the ballot papers 
were produced using a security background print.  The Returning Officer’s certified 
account of ballot papers and declarations for each election is shown in Appendix 7. 

Early Votes 

The Returning Officer issued 113 early votes prior to the general mailout of ballot packs 
where special circumstances applied. 

General Mailout of Ballot Packs 

Of the 97,855 voters enrolled in the City of Melbourne, there were 29 voters with 
incomplete postal details or deceased since entitlement date. 

Ballot packs for 97,826 voters were lodged with Australia Post or hand delivered to the 
high rise public housing estates and Law Chambers over 3 days from Tuesday, 11 
November to Thursday, 13 November. 

The ballot packs were delivered on a random basis with no more than 35% being posted 
or delivered on any one day. 

Details of the ballot packs lodged with Australia Post or hand delivered each day are as 
follows: 

Tuesday, 11 November 33,285 

Wednesday, 12 November 33,248 

Thursday, 13 November 31,293 

The ballot packs for 5,681 voters with an overseas contact address were sent in Express 
Post International envelopes on 12 November. 

Each ballot pack contained the following: 

• an instruction leaflet for the voter; 

• a candidate information booklet for the Leadership Team with multi-language voting 
instructions; 

• a ballot paper for the Leadership Team; 

• a candidate information booklet for Councillors including group voting tickets and 
multi-language voting instructions; 

• a ballot paper for the election of Councillors 
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• a ballot paper envelope; and 

• a reply-paid return addressed envelope. 

The material for the Leadership Team election was coloured pink and the material for the 
election of Councillors was coloured blue. 

Hand Delivery of Ballot Packs 

3,168 ballot packs were prepared for hand-delivery to the public high rise housing estates 
in Carlton, Kensington and North Melbourne, Melbourne Inner City Management and to the 
Melbourne Law Chambers by trained election officials over the 3-day period.  247 of these 
ballot packs could not be delivered as the voter was no longer living at the enrolled 
address.  Details of the completed deliveries are as follows: 

Public high rise housing estates in Carlton, Kensington & North Melbourne 

Address Details No of Ballots delivered 

20 Elgin Street, Carton 110 

480 Lygon Street, Carlton 204 

510 Lygon Street, Carlton 241 

530 Lygon Street, Carlton 91 

140 Neill Street, Carlton 204 

141 Nicholson Street, Carlton 101 

31,41,47 Palmerston St, Carlton 34 

74, 84, 94 Canning St Carlton 30 

56 Derby Street, Kensington 88 

94 Ormond Street, Kensington 62 

33 Alfred St Nth Melbourne 174 

159 Melrose St Nth Melbourne 81 

12 Sutton St Nth Melbourne 201 

76 Canning St Nth Melbourne 156 
 

Melbourne Law Chambers 

Address Details No of Ballots delivered 

205 William Street, Melbourne,  

525 Lonsdale St, Melbourne &  

555 Lonsdale St, Melbourne 

1,144 
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Issuing of Replacement Ballot Material 

Replacement ballot materials were issued to 2,053 voters who notified the Returning 

Officer that their ballot material had been lost, spoilt, destroyed or not received.   

Unenrolled Vote Processing 

The Returning Officer issued 31 unenrolled votes to persons whose name could not be 

found on the voters roll and who believed that they were entitled to be enrolled. The 

completed ballot paper was enclosed in a special declaration envelope and sent to both 

the Council and the VEC to check entitlement. 

Return of Ballot Paper Envelopes 

The VEC made arrangements with Australia Post for a locked bag to be established at the 

Melbourne GPO, 250 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne for the return of ballot paper envelopes.  

The returned mail was delivered by Australia Post from the Melbourne GPO to the Election 

Office on a daily basis from the commencement of the voting period.  

The Returning Officer received a total of 61,870 declaration envelopes by the close of 

voting on Friday, 28 November.  The returned ballot paper envelopes were progressively 

recorded, checked for the presence of a signature, marked off the voters roll and stored in 

sealed security boxes until the close of voting.  Any declaration envelopes not signed by 

the voter were set aside and not admitted to the count. 

The number of ballot paper envelopes received each day from the general mailout of 

ballot packs is shown on the following chart: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A further 3,003 ballot paper envelopes were received by the Returning Officer in the week 

following the close of voting. 
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OBTAINING A RESULT 

Extraction of Ballot Papers 

The extraction of ballot papers from the ballot paper envelopes commenced at 8.00am on 
Saturday, 29 November at the Swanston Hall, Melbourne Town Hall, Swanston Street, 
Melbourne.  

The flaps containing the voters’ details were separated from the ballot paper envelopes.  
The ballot paper envelopes in bundles of fifty were then opened and the ballot papers 
extracted in the presence of scrutineers.  As the ballot papers were extracted from each 
bundle of envelopes, the ballot papers were counted to ensure that all ballot papers had 
been extracted from the envelopes.   

As the ballot papers were being extracted from the envelopes, it was found that some 
envelopes contained only one ballot paper or did not contain either ballot paper.  The 
number of ballot papers extracted was as follows: 

Election Total 

Leadership Team 60,803 

Councillors 60,923 

Ballot papers for the election of Councillors were sorted into those marked “above the 
line” and those marked “below the line”.  “Above the line” ballot papers were sorted to 
each group and counted. 

A batch cover sheet was attached to each batch of fifty ballot papers for the Leadership 
Team and Councillors in preparation for the computer count. 

Computer Count 

A computer count was used to count the votes, distribute preferences and determine the 
results for the elections of the Leadership Team and Councillors.  The Leadership Team 
results were calculated using the exhaustive preferential counting method and the 
Councillor positions were determined using the proportional representation counting 
method. 

An information session was held at 7.00pm on Thursday, 27 November in the Council 
Meeting Room, Town Hall Administration Building, Swanston Street, Melbourne to give 
candidates, scrutineers and other interested persons an overview of the process.  

The computer counts took place at Victoria University, 300 Flinders Street, Melbourne. 

On Sunday, 30 November, the ballot papers were securely transported to Victoria 
University for the conduct of the computer count.  Data entry operators entered the data 
from each ballot paper into the computer, which then calculated the result.   
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The total number of formal and informal votes for each election is listed below: 

Election Formal Informal Total 

Leadership Team 57,962 2,841 60,803 

Councillors 

• Above the line 

• Below the line 

59,315 

54,464 

4,851 

1,608 60,923 

The first preference results are shown in Appendix 3.  Details of the preference 
distributions are provided on the CD attached. 

Declaration of Results 

The Returning Officer declared the election results in the Yarra Room, Town Hall 
Administration Building, Swanston Street, Melbourne at 10.00am on Tuesday, 2 
December.  The candidates declared elected were as follows: 

Successful Candidate  

DOYLE, Robert Lord Mayor 

RILEY, Susan Deputy Lord Mayor 

JETTER, Carl Councillor (1st elected) 

OKE, Cathy Councillor (2nd elected) 

LOUEY, Kevin Councillor (3rd elected) 

CLARKE, Peter Councillor (4th elected) 

ONG, Ken Councillor (5th elected) 

SHANAHAN, Brian Councillor (6th elected)  

KANIS, Jennifer Councillor (7th elected) 

The results were published on the VEC’s website for the Councillor election on Sunday, 30 
November and the Leadership Team election on Monday, 1 December. 
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VOTER PARTICIPATION 

Voter Turnout 

The number of ballot papers counted (formal and informal), as a percentage of the total 
enrolment, was 62.14% for the Leadership Team compared with 65.10% at the last 
elections held in 2004 and 62.26% for the Councillors compared with 65.51% at the 2004 
elections. 

The percentage of envelopes returned for resident voters (Electoral Commissioner’s list of 
voters), non-resident voters (Chief Executive Officer’s list of voters), Corporation 
representatives (Chief Executive Officer’s list of voters) and resident voters aged 70 years 
and over were as follows: 

Category % voted 

Residents (all) 66.15% 

Residents (aged 70 and over) 71.10% 

Non-residents 60.33% 

Corporation representatives (by application) 79.19% 

Corporation representatives (deemed) 53.72% 

Informal Voting 

The informal voting rate was 4.67% for the Leadership Team compared with 8.20% at the 
2004 elections and 2.64% for the Councillors compared with 4.23% at the 2004 elections.  

It is noted that higher informality rates can generally be expected where there are more 
candidates standing for election. The table below shows the relationship between the 
differing number of candidates and the average informality rates for all local government 
elections conducted by post in November 2008. 

Candidates % Informal 

2 —5 2.20% 

6 —10 2.97% 

11 —15 4.20% 

>15 5.84% 
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COMPLAINTS 

The VEC responds only to written complaints.  The majority of complaints statewide were 
received by Returning Officers and forwarded to the VEC head office for response to the 
complainants. 

Election complaints fall into two broad categories:  

• complaints about the conduct of candidates and other participants in the election 
(this comprised the majority of complaints); and 

• complaints about the VEC’s conduct of the election and services to voters.   

Local Government Victoria has jurisdiction over the Local Government Act 1989.   As such, 
complaints alleging a possible breach of the Act were forwarded to Local Government 
Victoria.  In these cases, the VEC also wrote to the complainant and the person 
complained about to inform them of the action taken.  The VEC’s involvement with such 
complaints ceased at this point, as the VEC and Returning Officer do not have jurisdiction 
under the Act.  Most complaints about candidates and other participants did expressly or 
implicitly allege an infringement of the Act.   

The VEC and Returning Officer did not provide any information to the media on specific 
cases, and the media were free to contact complainants and other participants 
independently. 

Complaints about the VEC’s services or the behaviour of VEC staff are the responsibility of 
the VEC.  In these cases, the VEC contacted relevant people to ascertain the facts and to 
determine the correct response.   

The VEC provided more information about the different responsibilities associated with 
complaint handling for these elections in the Candidate Handbook.  Further information 
was also included about the way the courts have defined “misleading” electoral material 
in the past.  This information was provided to avoid candidates unnecessarily spending 
time in the complaints process around alleged misleading electoral material, when it was 
likely that no breach of the Act had occurred. 

The Returning Officer received three written complaints.  Details of the complaints are set 
out below: 

Date Complaint Response 

8 December MCC providing space for 
publications promoting 
certain candidates 

Referred to Local Government 
Victoria 

19 November Deemed representatives of 
corporations required to give 
written consent to enrolment 

Advised that written consent 
not required for deemed 
representatives 

25 November Complaint about contents of 
campaign material. 

Referred to Local Government 
Victoria 
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ISSUES 

1. CONCERNS ABOUT POTENTIAL FOR POSTAL BALLOT FRAUD 
Some candidates raised concerns about the potential for electoral fraud to go 
undetected at a postal ballot where the voter’s signature on the postal ballot 
envelope is not verified by electoral staff prior to accepting the vote and admitting it 
to the count. 

The Electoral Commissioner responded directly to these concerns and outlined the 
arrangements put in place to safeguard the integrity of the ballot — 

• VEC call centre staff were briefed to raise an alert if a pattern of calls arises from 
voters in a particular area who have not received their ballot packs; 

• VEC entered into a partnership with Crime Stoppers for a campaign in the daily 
newspapers and on radio for people to report any suspicious activity or known 
activity of theft of ballot packs; 

• hand delivery of ballot packs was arranged to the public housing high-rise 
estates and the Melbourne Law Chambers.  Posters were placed near the mail 
boxes to alert voters that the ballot packs had been delivered; and 

• other security measures not disclosed at the time. 

The other security measures undertaken by the VEC were as follows — 

• Monitoring of ballot pack deliveries 
The VEC engaged a security company to provide trained security operatives to 
patrol the high density residential areas and report on any suspicious behaviour 
or theft of postal ballot packs.  A mixture of plain clothed and uniformed 
operatives were used for patrols on foot and marked and unmarked mobile patrol 
vehicles were utilized.  The patrols occurred between the hours of 10.00am and 
7.00pm from Wednesday, 12 November to Monday, 17 November.  The security 
operatives were also asked to collect any discarded postal ballot packs.  The 
result of the surveillance was one report of suspicious behaviour in the North 
Melbourne area and collection of 45 discarded postal ballot packs.  The Returning 
Officer wrote to all the voters living in the area where the suspicious behaviour 
was observed and asked them to contact him immediately if they had not 
received their postal ballot pack.  No voters contacted the Returning Officer in 
this regard. 

• Spot checking of voters’ signatures 
Arrangements were made with the Returning Officer to randomly select 20 postal 
ballot envelopes returned by voters with a Legislative Assembly entitlement and 
20 postal ballot envelopes returned by voters with a Council entitlement each 
day and to check the signature on postal ballot envelope against the signature 
on the records held by the VEC or the Council.  No evidence of fraud was 
detected through this process. 

2. DEEMED REPRESENTATIVES OF CORPORATIONS 
Corporations that solely owned or occupied rateable property within the City of 
Melbourne were entitled to appoint two representatives to vote on its behalf.  Those 
corporations that failed to appoint voting representatives had company secretaries or 
directors appointed by the Council Chief Executive Officer  — these were the first two 
names taken in alphabetical order from those listed with the Australian Securities 
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and Investment Commission for that corporation.  Melbourne City Council then wrote 
to those corporations, advising the corporation of the names of the company 
secretaries/directors who had been ‘deemed’ to be on the roll. 

After the mailing of the ballot packs for the City of Melbourne, a significant number 
of individuals contacted the VEC by phone or email (in particular those who lived 
interstate or overseas), querying why the VEC had sent them ballot packs for the 
election when they neither lived nor owned property within the area.  They felt a 
serious mistake had been made.  Council may wish to consider writing to these 
individuals directly in future, rather than relying on the corporation to provide this 
advice to avoid confusion and encourage a greater participation rate. 

3. MANUAL SORT OF LEADERSHIP TEAM BALLOT PAPERS TO FIRST PREFERENCES 
A candidate for the Leadership Team election requested that a manual sort to first 
preferences be undertaken prior to entering the votes into the computer.  The 
Returning Officer advised the candidate that he would not undertake a manual sort 
as there would be no benefit to be gained by adding this step to the process and it 
would significantly delay the calculation of the election result.  The Local 
Government Act provides for the electronic counting of votes and the Returning 
Officer ensured that all requirements of the Act and regulations in regard to the 
electronic counting were met.  This included making a document outlining the 
process and validation procedures available to candidates and scrutineers. 

4. THREAT TO DISRUPT AND DELAY COMPUTER COUNT 
A threat was made by a person who attended the computer count information 
session on 27 November to disrupt and delay the computer count. 

The Electoral Commissioner advised all candidates by email on 28 November that 
anyone acting in this way would be removed from the scrutiny room and that 
arrangements had been made for an appropriate security and police presence. 

POST ELECTION 

Storage of Election Material 

All ballot papers and forms used at the election were sealed in security boxes and 
delivered to the Council in the week ending Friday, 5 December. 

Refund of Nomination Fees 

Nomination fees were refunded on 15 December to all eligible candidates.  Candidates for 
the Leadership Team who were elected or received at least four per cent of the total first 
preference votes cast were eligible for a refund of their nomination fee.  Candidates for 
the election of Councillors who were elected or were members of a group that received at 
least four per cent of the total first preference votes cast were eligible for a refund of 
their nomination fee. 

A cheque for $2,000 representing the forfeited fees of eight candidates was sent to 
Council on 15 December. 
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Municipal Electoral Tribunal 

There were no applications lodged for an inquiry into these elections. 

Non-voters 

The VEC has been contracted to implement the enforcement of compulsory voting.  As 
such, the Electoral Commissioner has appointed a Prosecution Officer in accordance with 
Section 40(2) of the Local Government Act 1989. 

A list of persons on the voters rolls who did not vote was being prepared at the time of 
printing this report.  The names of people who did not vote and were aged 70 years or 
over, non-residents, or known to be exempt under the legislation have been removed 
from this list which will be certified by the Returning Officer before being forwarded to 
the Prosecution Officer.  The VEC will continue to communicate with Council during the 
management of compulsory voting. 

POST-ELECTION DEBRIEFINGS 

Debrief with Council 

The VEC’s debriefing proforma was emailed to Council on 16 December for feedback on 
how the VEC met the key objectives for the conduct of these elections. 

Suggestions from Council for improvement at future elections include: 

1. Larger rooms required at computer count venue for the data entry of the ballot 
papers. 

2. Ideally the election office, location for the extraction and sorting of ballot papers 
and the computer count should be located in the same building. 

3. Increased knowledge for election office staff and media staff on the unique provisions 
of City of Melbourne voter entitlements. 

4. Review staff loads in the week leading up to and during the election weekend. 

5. Consider TV advertising in metro area. 

Debrief with Returning Officer 

The Returning Officer attended two debriefing sessions on the conduct of these elections 
on Friday, 12 December (general session) and Wednesday, 17 December (City of 
Melbourne session) at the Victorian Electoral Commission, Level 8, 505 Little Collins 
Street, Melbourne. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Council should write to all deemed representatives of corporations and inform them 
of their enrolment on the voters roll (refer Issue No 2 on page 29). 
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APPENDIX 1: CANDIDATES - LEADERSHIP TEAM 

DOYLE, Robert (Lord Mayor) 

RILEY, Susan (Deputy Lord Mayor) 

ACTIVATE MELBOURNE 

NG, Catherine (Lord Mayor) 

MAKINGS, Terry (Deputy Lord Mayor) 

C MELBOURNE GROW - CATHERINE NG 

TOSCANO, Joseph (Lord Mayor) 

ELY, Margaret (Deputy Lord Mayor) 

SHIFTING THE BURDEN 

COLUMB, Nick (Lord Mayor) 

CALWELL, Sue (Deputy Lord Mayor) 

PASSION FOR MELBOURNE 

BANDT, Adam (Lord Mayor) 

MALTZAHN, Kathleen (Deputy Lord Mayor) 

THE GREENS 

CRAWFORD, Robert King (Lord Mayor) 

KENNEDY, Michael (Deputy Lord Mayor) 

MELBOURNE SUPERCITY. WORLD 

ROBERTS, Shelley (Lord Mayor) 

FARAH, Abdiaziz (Deputy Lord Mayor) 

RESIDENTS EQUITY - AFFORDABLE RESIDENT 

RATES 

SINGER, Gary (Lord Mayor) 

PAINTER, Joanne (Deputy Lord Mayor) 

TEAM MELBOURNE 

FOWLES, Will (Lord Mayor) 

WILSON, David (Deputy Lord Mayor) 

FOWLES A FRESH VISION 

McMULLIN, Peter (Lord Mayor) 

WILSON, Tim (Deputy Lord Mayor) 

McMULLIN-WILSON FOR MELBOURNE'S FUTURE

MORGAN, Gary (Lord Mayor) 

ANDERSON, Michele (Deputy Lord Mayor) 

MORGAN CLARKE - OUR CITY - YOUR COUNCIL
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APPENDIX 2: CANDIDATES - COUNCILLORS 

FOWLES A FRESH VISION 

KANIS, Jennifer 

MUSCATELLO, Lisa 

MORGAN CLARKE - OUR CITY - YOUR COUNCIL 

CLARKE, Peter 

WATTS, Jackie 

WOOD, Margaret 

FORDE AND McEWEN - INDEPENDENT LOCALS 

FORDE, Brian Michael 

McEWEN, Sophie E. 

THE GREENS 

OKE, Cathy 

LEPPERT, Rohan 

AIR, Alister 

LANCASTER, Donna 

TEAM MELBOURNE 

ONG, Ken 

BORAZIO, Jerome 

SMYTH, Trent 

BISHOP, Marion 

McMULLIN-WILSON FOR MELBOURNE'S FUTURE 

LOUEY, Kevin 

SHELTON, Jane 

COATE, Celia 

CHERRY, Rebecca 

ACTIVATE MELBOURNE 

JETTER, Carl 

BINI, Luciano 

DIAMANDIS, Michael 

SWEETMAN, Fiona 

PASSION FOR MELBOURNE 
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SNEDDEN, Fiona 

RANKIN, Keith 

CHALKER, Vernon 

LEE, Wellington 

C MELBOURNE GROW - CATHERINE NG 

SHANAHAN, Brian 

PAGLIANITI, Connie 

DASTAN, Neslihan 

CHRISTOPOULOS, Con 

DAWSON, John 
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APPENDIX 3: ELECTION RESULTS 

First Preference Votes 
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Details of preference distributions are contained on the attached CD.
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APPENDIX 4: ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

 Notice of Entitlement Date 
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 Notice of Election 
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Voting Details 
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Election Reminder 
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Declaration of Results 
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APPENDIX 5: STATEWIDE ADVERTISING SCHEDULES 

 
Statewide press  

To be invoiced to all councils, on a dollar per elector basis using certified roll 
figures. 

Phase Publication Size Publication date 

Enrolment 

The Age 

Herald Sun 

Weekly Times 

15cm  x 7col (242) 

13cm  x 7col (262) 

13cm  x 7col (262) 

Sat 27-Sept-08 

Sat 27-Sept-08 

Wed 24-Sept-08 

Voting 

The Age 

Herald Sun 

Weekly Times 

36cm  x 7col (242) 

38cm  x 7col (262) - full page 

38cm  x 7col (262) - full page 

Sat 22-Nov-08 

Sat 22-Nov-08 

Wed 19-Nov-08 

 

Enrolment Advertisement 

 

The Age, Sat 27-Sept-08   
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Voting Advertisement 

 

Herald Sun, Sat 22-Nov-08   
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Post Office Box Update Advertisement 

Advertised at no cost to Council.  

Publication Size Publication date 

Leader group x 30 paper buy  

Leader group - Glossy  

Fairfax group buy - Glossy 

Fairfax community newspapers 

 La Trobe Valley Express 

Albury Border Mail 

Geelong Advertiser 

Mildura Sunraysia Daily 

Warrnambool Standard 

Bendigo Advertiser 

Shepparton News 

Ballarat Courier 

2MW (90x130) 

2MW (78x126) 

4x3 (145x129) 

T22 (95x128) 

8cm  x 4col (147) 

8cm x 4col (156) 

8cm x 4col (150) 

8cm x 4col (148) 

8cm x 4col (148) 

10cm x 4col (130) 

8cm x 4col (148) 

8cm x 4col (150) 

w/c 18-Aug-08 

w/c 18-Aug-08 

w/c 18-Aug-08 

w/c 18-Aug-08 

Thu 21-Aug-08 

Sat 23-Aug-08 

Sat 23-Aug-08 

Sat 23-Aug-08 

Sat 23-Aug-08 

Sat 23-Aug-08 

Fri 22-Aug-08 

Sat 23-Aug-08 
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Postal Ballot Fraud Advertisement 

Advertised at no cost to Council.  

Publication Size Publication date 

The Age 

Herald Sun 

13cm x 3col (103) 

13cm x 3col (110) 

Sat 8-Nov-08 and Mon 10-Nov-08 

Sat 8-Nov-08 and Mon 10-Nov-08 

 

 

 

Broadcaster Duration Placement Spots Broadcast date 

104.3 GOLD FM  

3AW 

3FOX FM 

30 seconds 

“ 

“ 

6.00am to 12.00 midnight 

ROS = Run of station 

 

 

30 

25 

30 

Tues-Fri  11-Nov-08 

            “ 

            “ 
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Metropolitan radio 

To be invoiced to metropolitan councils only, on a dollar per elector basis using 
certified roll figures. 

Phase Broadcaster Duration Placement Spots Broadcast date 

Enrolment MIX 101.1 FM 

104.3 GOLD FM  

3AW 

Magic 693 

3FOX FM 

Triple M 

NOVA 100.3 

30 seconds 6.00am to 
7.00pm  

BMAD = 
Breakfast/ 
Morning/ 
Afternoon/Drive  

30 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 

Sun 21-Sept-08 to  
Sat 26-Sept-08 

Voting MIX 101.1 FM 

104.3 GOLD FM  

3AW 

Magic 693 

3FOX FM 

Triple M 

NOVA 100.3 

30 seconds 6.00am to 
7.00pm  

BMAD = 
Breakfast/ 
Morning/ 
Afternoon/Drive 

30 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 

Sun 16-Nov-08 to  
Sat 22-Nov-08 
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Ethnic press 

To be invoiced to metropolitan councils only, on a dollar per elector basis using 
certified roll figures. 

Phase Publication Size Publication date 

Enrolment Il Globo  Italian 

Neos Kosmos Greek 

21st Century Chinese News  

Melbourne Chinese Post 

Tivi Tuan San Vietnamese 

El Telegraph Arabic 

An Nahar Arabic 

Australian Macedonian Weekly 

Yeni Vatan Turkish 

Croatian Herald  

Extra Informativo Spanish 

Panorama Russian  

World Serbian Voice 

Ambassador African community 

12cm x 7col (260) 

12cm x 7cool (260) 

13cm x 5col (225) 

12cm x 7col (250) 

15cm x 4col (175) 

13cm x 5col (225) 

12cm x 7col (260) 

12cm x 7col (260) 

12cm x 7col (260) 

12cm x 7col (260) 

12cm x 6col (260) 

12cm x 7col (260) 

12cm x 7col (260) 

12cm x 6col (240) 
  

Fri 26-Sept-08 

Thu 25-Sept-08 

Wed 24-Sept-08 

Fri 19-Sept-08 

Wed 24-Sept-08 

Fri 26-Sept-08 

Thu 25-Sept-08 

Tue 23-Sept-08 

Tue 23-Sept-08 

Fri 26-Sept-08 

Wed 24-Sept-08 

Sept edition 

Fri 26-Sept-08 

Sept edition 

Voting Il Globo  Italian 

Neos Kosmos Greek 

21st Century Chinese News  

Pacific Times Chinese  

Tivi Tuan San Vietnamese 

El Telegraph Arabic 

An Nahar Arabic 

Australian Macedonian Weekly 

Yeni Vatan Turkish 

Croatian Herald  

Extra Informativo Spanish 

Panorama Russian  

World Serbian Voice 

Ambassador African community 

30cm x 7col (260) 

37cm x 7col (260) 

38cm x 6col (270) 

37cm x 7col (250) 

26cm x 4col (180) 

37cm x 6col (275) 

38cm x 7col (260) 

38cm x 7col (260) 

40cm x 6col (260) 

40cm x 7col (260) 

38cm x 6col (258) 

38cm x 7col (260) 

38cm x 7col (260) 

36cm x 6col (240) 
 

Fri 21-Nov-08 

Thu 20-Nov-08 

Wed 19-Nov-08 

Fri 21-Nov-08 

Wed 19-Nov-08 

Fri 21-Nov-08 

Thu 20-Nov-08 

Tue 18-Nov-08 

Thu 20-Nov-08 

Fri 21-Nov-08 

Wed 19-Nov-08 

Nov edition 

Fri 21-Nov-08 

Nov edition 
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Enrolment Advertisement 

 

 

Tivi Tuan San, Vietnamese, Thu 25-Sept-08   
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Voting Advertisement 

 

Neos Kosmos, Greek, Thu 20-Nov-08   
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Ethnic radio 

To be invoiced to metropolitan councils only, on a dollar per elector basis using 
certified roll figures. 

Phase Broadcaster Language Duration Spots Broadcast date 

Enrolment 3 CW  

3KND 

3 WRB 

 
3 XY  

3 ZZZ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rete Italia  

SBS 93.1FM  

 

Chinese (Mandarin) 

Indigenous 

Vietnamese 
Sinhalese 

Greek 

Assyrian 
Croatian 
Turkish 
Sinhalese 
Spanish 
Maltese 
Croatian 
Polish 
Albanian 
Macedonian 
Turkish 
Spanish 
Arabic 
Russian 
Polish 
Spanish 
Serbian 
Macedonian 
Russian 
Albanian 
Indonesian 
Somali 
Serbian 
Maltese 

Italian 

Tamil 
Macedonian 
Greek 
Italian 
Vietnamese 
Turkish 
Greek 
Italian 
Vietnamese 
Cantonese 
Arabic 
Mandarin 
Russian 
Mandarin 
Indigenous 
Croatian 
Turkish 
Russian 
Macedonian 

45 seconds

30 seconds

45 seconds
“ 

45 seconds

45 seconds
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 

45 seconds

60 seconds
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 

30 seconds
45 seconds

“ 
“ 
“ 

12 

5 

7 
2 

12 

2 
1 
3 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 

12 

2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
5 
2 
2 
4 
4 
4 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
5 

Mon-Sat 22-Sept-08 

Mon-Fri 22-Sept-08 

Mon-Sat 21-Sept-08 
Fri 26-Sept-08 

Mon-Sat 22-Sept-08 

Sun 21-Sept-08 
Sun 21-Sept-08 
Sun, Mon, Fri 21-Sept-08 
Sun, Tues, Sat 21-Sept-08 
Mon 22-Sept-08 
Mon-Fri 22-Sept-08 
Tues 23-Sept-08 
Tues 23-Sept-08 
Tues 23-Sept-08 
Tues 23-Sept-08 
Tues 23-Sept-08 
Tues 23-Sept-08 
Tues, Wed, Sat 23-Sept-08 
Wed 24-Sept-08 
Wed 24-Sept-08 
Wed-Thurs 24-Sept-08 
Thurs 25-sept-08 
Thurs 25-Sept-08 
Fri 26-Sept-08 
Fri 26-Sept-08 
Fri 26-Sept-08 
Fri 26-Sept-08 
Sat 27-Sept-08 
Sat 27-Sept-08 

Mon-Sat 22-Sept-08 

Sun 21-Sept-08 
Sun 21-Sept-08 
Sun-Sat 21-Sept-08 
Sun-Sat 21-Sept-08 
Sun-Sat 21-Sept-08 
Sun-Sat 21-Sept-08 
Sun-Sat 21-Sept-08 
Sun-Sat 21-Sept-08 
Sun-Sat 21-Sept-08 
Sun, Mon, Wed, Thurs 21-Sept-08
Sun, Tues, Thurs, Sat 21 —Sept-08
Sun, Wed, Thurs 21-Sept-08 
Sun, Sat 21-Sept-08 
Mon 22-Sept-08 
Mon 22-Sept-08 
Mon 22-Sept-08 
Mon 22-Sept-08 
Mon-Tues 22-Sept 
Mon-Fri 22-Sept 
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Phase Broadcaster Language Duration Spots Broadcast date 

Arabic
Cantonese 
Polish 
Maltese 
Spanish 
Serbian 
Indonesian 
Croatian 
Polish 
Spanish 
Serbian 
Albanian 
Maltese 
Mandarin 
Serbian 
Somali 
Croatian 
Amharic 
Indonesian 
Indonesian 
Assyrian 
Indigenous 
      

“
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 

30 seconds 

6
4 
3 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
2 
3 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 

Mon-Sat 22 
Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat 22-Sept-08 
Mon, Wed, Fri 22-Sept-08 
Mon, Wed, Fri 22-Sept-08 
Mon, Wed, Fri 22-Sept-08 
Mon, Fri 22-Sept-08 
Tues 23-Sept-08 
Tues 23-Sept-08 
Tues 23-Sept-08 
Tues, Thurs 23-Sept-08 
Tues, Thurs 23-Sept-08 
Tues, Thurs 23-Sept-08 
Tues, Thurs, Sat 23-Sept-08 
Tues, Fri, Sat 23-Sept-08 
Wed 24-Sept-08 
Wed 24-Sept-08 
Wed, Thurs, Sat 24-Sept-08 
Thurs 25-Sept-08 
Thurs 25-Sept-08 
Fri 26-Sept-08 
Fri 26-Sept-08 
Fri 26-Sept-08 

Voting 3 CW  

3KND 

3 WRB 
 

3 XY  

3 ZZZ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Rete Italia  

SBS 93.1FM  

Chinese (Mandarin) 

Indigenous 

Vietnamese 
Sinhalese 

Greek 

Assyrian 
Croatian 
Turkish 
Sinhalese 
Spanish 
Maltese 
Croatian 
Polish 
Albanian 
Macedonian 
Turkish 
Spanish 
Arabic 
Russian 
Polish 
Spanish 
Serbian 
Macedonian 
Russian 
Albanian 
Indonesian 
Somali 
Serbian 
Maltese 

Italian 

Tamil 

45 seconds

30 seconds

45 seconds
45 seconds

45 seconds

45 seconds
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 

45 seconds

60 seconds

12 

5 

7 
2 

12 

2 
1 
1 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 

12 

2 

Mon-Sat 10-Nov-08 

Mon-Fri 10-Nov-08 

Sun-Sat 9-Nov-08 
Fri 14-Nov-08 

Mon-Sat 10-Nov-08 

Sun 9-Nov-08 
Sun 9-Nov-08 
Sun, Mon, Fri 9-Nov-08 
Sun, Tue 9-Nov-08 
Mon 10-Nov-08 
Mon-Fri 10-Nov-08 
Tue 11-Nov-08 
Tue 11-Nov-08 
Tue 11-Nov-08 
Tue 11-Nov-08 
Tue 11-Nov-08 
Tue 11-Nov-08 
Tue, Wed 11-Nov-08 
Wed 12-Nov-08 
Wed 12-Nov-08 
Wed-Thu 12-Nov-08 
Thu 13-Nov-08 
Thu 13-Nov-08 
Fri 14-Nov-08 
Fri 14-Nov-08 
Fri 14-Nov-08 
Fri 14-Nov-08 
Sat 15-Nov-08 
Sat 15-Nov-08 

Mon-Fri 10-Nov-08 

Sun 9-Nov-08 
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Phase Broadcaster Language Duration Spots Broadcast date 

 Macedonian
Greek 
Italian 
Vietnamese 
Turkish 
Greek 
Italian 
Vietnamese 
Cantonese 
Arabic 
Mandarin 
Russian 
Mandarin 
Indigenous 
Croatian 
Turkish 
Russian 
Macedonian 
Arabic 
Cantonese 
Polish 
Maltese 
Spanish 
Serbian 
Indonesian 
Croatian 
Polish 
Spanish 
Serbian 
Albanian 
Maltese 
Mandarin 
Serbian 
Somali 
Croatian 
Amharic 
Indonesian 
Indonesian 
Assyrian 
Indigenous 
 

45 seconds
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 

30 seconds
45 seconds

“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 

30 seconds 

1
1 
1 
3 
5 
2 
2 
4 
4 
4 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
5 
6 
4 
3 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
2 
3 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 

Sun 9-Nov-08 
Sun-Sat 9 Nov-08 
Sun-Sat 9 Nov-08 
Sun-Sat 9 Nov-08 
Sun-Sat 9 Nov-08 
Sun-Sat 9 Nov-08 
Sun-Sat 9 Nov-08 
Sun-Sat 9 Nov-08 
Sun, Mon, Wed, Thu 9-Nov-08 
Sun, Mon, Tue, Thu, Sat 9-Nov-08
Sun, Wed, Thu 9 Nov-08 
Sun-Sat 9 Nov-08 
Mon 10-Nov-08 
Mon 10-Nov-08 
Mon 10-Nov-08 
Mon 10-Nov-08 
Mon-Tue 10 Nov-08 
Mon-Fri 10-Nov-08 
Mon-Sat 10-Nov-08 
Mon, Tue, Fri, Sat 10-Nov-08 
Mon, Wed, Fri 10-Nov-08 
Mon, Wed, Fri 10-Nov-08 
Mon, Wed, Fri 10-Nov-08 
Mon-Fri 10-Nov-08 
Tue 11-Nov-08 
Tue 11-Nov-08 
Tue 11-Nov-08 
Tue-Thu 11-Nov-08 
Tue-Thu 11-Nov-08 
Tue-Thu 11-Nov-08 
Tue, Thu, Sat 11-Nov-08 
Tue, Fri, Sat 11-Nov-08 
Wed 12-Nov-08 
Wed 12-Nov-08 
Wed, Thu, Sat 12-Nov-08 
Thu 13-Nov-08 
Thu 13-Nov-08 
Fri 14-Nov-08 
Fri 14-Nov-08 
Fri-14-Nov-08 

Voting 

Reminder 

3 CW  

3KND 

3 WRB 

3 XY  

3 ZZZ  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chinese (Mandarin) 

Indigenous 

Vietnamese 

Greek 

Assyrian 
Croatian 
Turkish 
Sinhalese 
Spanish 
Maltese 
Croatian 
Polish 
Albanian 
Macedonian 

45 seconds

30 seconds

45 seconds

45 seconds

45 seconds
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 

12 

5 

7 

12 

2 
1 
3 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 

Mon-Thu 24-Nov-08 

Mon-Fri 24-Nov-08 

Sun-Thu 23-Nov-08 

Mon-Thu 24-Nov-08 

Sun 23-Nov-08 
Sun 23-Nov-08 
Sun, Mon 23-Nov-08 
Sun, Tue 23-Nov-08 
Mon 24-Nov-08 
Mon-Thu 24-Nov-08 
Tue 25-Nov-08 
Tue 25-Nov-08 
Tue 25-Nov-08 
Tue 25-Nov-08 
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Phase Broadcaster Language Duration Spots Broadcast date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Rete Italia  

SBS 93.1FM  

 

Turkish
Spanish 
Arabic 
Russian 
Polish 
Spanish 
Serbian 
Macedonian 
Russian 
Albanian 
Indonesian 
Somali 
Serbian 
Maltese 

Italian 

Tamil 
Macedonian 
Greek 
Italian 
Vietnamese 
Turkish 
Greek 
Italian 
Vietnamese 
Cantonese 
Arabic 
Mandarin 
Russian 
Mandarin 
Indigenous 
Croatian 
Turkish 
Russian 
Macedonian 
Arabic 
Cantonese 
Polish 
Maltese 
Spanish 
Serbian 
Indonesian 
Croatian 
Polish 
Spanish 
Serbian 
Albanian 
Maltese 
Mandarin 
Serbian 
Somali 
Croatian 
Amharic 
Indonesian 
Indonesian 
Assyrian 
Indigenous 

“
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 

45 seconds

60 seconds
45 seconds

“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 

30 seconds
45 seconds

“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 
“ 

30 seconds 

1
1 
6 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 

12 

2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
5 
2 
2 
4 
4 
4 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
5 
6 
4 
3 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
2 
3 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 

Tue 25-Nov-08 
Tue 25-Nov-08 
Tue, Wed 25-Nov-08 
Wed 26-Nov-08 
Wed 26-Nov-08 
Wed, Thu 26-Nov-08 
Thu 27-Nov-08 
Thu 27-Nov-08 
Thu 27-Nov-08 
Sun-Thu 23-Nov-08 
Sun-Thu 23-Nov-08 
Sun-Thu 23-Nov-08 
Tue 25-Nov-08 
Tue 25-Nov-08 

Mon-Thu 24-Nov-08 

Sun 23-Nov-08 
Sun 23-Nov-08 
Sun-Thu 23-Nov-08 
Sun-Thu 23-Nov-08 
Sun-Thu 23-Nov-08 
Sun-Thu 23-Nov-08 
Sun-Thu 23-Nov-08 
Sun-Thu 23-Nov-08 
Sun-Thu 23-Nov-08 
Sun, Mon, Tue, Wed 23-Nov-08 
Sun, Tue, Thu 23-Nov-08 
Sun, Wed, Thu 23-Nov-08 
Sun-Thu 23-Nov-08 
Mon 24-Nov-08 
Mon 24-Nov-08 
Mon 24-Nov-08 
Mon 24-Nov-08 
Mon-Tue 24-Nov-08 
Mon-Thu 24-Nov-08 
Mon-Thu 24-Nov-08 
Mon, Tue 24-Nov-08 
Mon, Wed 24-Nov-08 
Mon-Wed 24-Nov-08 
Mon, Wed 24-Nov-08 
Mon-Thu 24-Nov-08 
Tue 25-Nov-08 
Tue 25-Nov-08 
Tue 25-Nov-08 
Tue, Thu 25-Nov-08 
Tue, Thu 25-Nov-08 
Tue, Thu 25-Nov-08 
Tue, Thu 25-Nov-08 
Tue 25-Nov-08 
Wed 26-Nov-08 
Wed 26-Nov-08 
Wed, Thu 26-Nov-08 
Thu 27-Nov-08 
Thu 27-Nov-08 
Mon-Thu 24-Nov-08 
Mon-Thu 24-Nov-08 
Thu 27-Nov-08   
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APPENDIX 6: STATEWIDE MEDIA COVERAGE EXAMPLES 

 

Media release  Statewide coverage (examples only) 

Victorians enrol to vote for 

November’s council elections 

 

Enrolment closes tomorrow for 
Victoria’s council elections 

• Herald Sun — Friday, 3 October — page 15 

• ABC 774 — Friday, 3 October — live-to-air interview 6.30am 

• ABC 774 — Friday, 3 October — morning news 

Nominations open Thursday for 

Victorian council elections  

 

Victoria votes in the state’s 

largest ever council elections 

• The Age — Tuesday, 21 October — page 13  

• Herald Sun* — Tuesday, 28 October — page 9 

• The Age — Saturday, 8 November — Insight, page 11 

Victoria gets ready for a huge 
council election weekend 

• ABC 774 — Saturday, 29 November, live-to-air interview 7.00am 

• The Age online — Saturday, 29 November 

• Stateline — Friday, 28 November  

• 3AW — Friday, 28 November 

• Sport 927 — Friday, 28 November — 8.00am news 

• Gold 104.3 FM — Thursday, 27 November — 11.00am news 

• ABC 774 — Thursday, 27 November — 7.45am news 

• ABC 774 — Thursday, 27 November — live-to-air interview 10.55am 

• 3AW — Thursday, 27 November 

* Appeared as part of the Melbourne City Council election coverage. 
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APPENDIX 7: ACCOUNT OF BALLOT PAPERS 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

 Ballot Papers 

Issued by Victorian Electoral Commission 102,156 

Printed by Returning Officer 180 

TOTAL PRINTED 102,336 

Reconciliation  

Issued at general mailout 97,826 

Issued to voters in special circumstances (early votes) 113 

Issued to voters for replacement votes 2053 

Issued to declaration voters 31 

Not issued by Returning Officer 2,313 

TOTAL 102,336 

COUNCILLORS 

 Ballot Papers 

Issued by Victorian Electoral Commission 100,483 

Printed by Returning Officer 180 

TOTAL PRINTED 100,663 

Reconciliation  

Issued at general mailout 97,826 

Issued to voters in special circumstances (early votes) 113 

Issued to voters for replacement votes 2053 

Issued to declaration voters 31 

Not issued by Returning Officer 640 

TOTAL 100,663 

I certify that the above is a true and correct account of ballot-papers used in 
the Melbourne City Council General Elections held in November 2008. 
 
 
 
 
Bill Lang 
Returning Officer 
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Agenda Item 5.8 
Finance and Governance Committee 

14 April 2009 

 

FINANCE ATTACHMENT 

  

2008 MELBOURNE CITY COUNCIL ELECTIONS – ELECTION REPORT 
  

There are no financial implications arising from the recommendation contained in the report. 

 
 
 
 
Joe Groher 
Manager Financial Services
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Agenda Item 5.8 
Finance and Governance Committee 

14 April 2009 

 

LEGAL ATTACHMENT 

  

2008 MELBOURNE CITY COUNCIL ELECTIONS – ELECTION REPORT 
  

No legal implications arise from the recommendation contained in the report. 

 
 
 
 
Kim Wood 
Manager Legal Services 
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