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Melbourne is Australia’s best city for students, offering a world-class education 
and excellent job opportunities. We have one of the most multicultural populations 
in the world, an exceptional standard of living and a welcoming study environment.
$8.4b Exports (2022)
30% of Australia’s international student enrolments
43,000 Jobs in Victoria (2022)
$26.2b Gross State Product
Melbourne is Australia’s education capital
Victoria is known as Australia’s ‘Education State’ and is responsible for 30 per cent of total Australian enrolments in 2022. Melbourne has 10 universities, 12 Technical and Further Education (TAFE) institutions, 13 globally recognised medical research facilities, 18 government owned tertiary training institutes and more than 1,100 private education providers. Melbourne has two universities ranked in the top 50 worldwide and an additional four in the top 300.
Melbourne has world-leading universities
Melbourne is one of the most popular education destinations in the world and is home to some of the world’s highest performing universities.
University of Melbourne (ranked 14th globally), Australia’s leading pharmaceutical school (ranked second globally) at Monash University and Deakin University, ranked seventh in the world for sports-related subjects.
RMIT is ranked first globally for reducing inequalities and supporting decent work and second in partnering on the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. Victoria University is ranked first in Australia for workplace technical skills.
167,000 University students
170 Countries
Colleges and TAFEs – private colleges and government owned TAFE colleges have campuses in Melbourne that offer certificates and diplomas in areas such as hospitality, cooking, business, aged care, disability support and nursing.
Leading providers include Victoria University Polytechnic, RMIT, William Angliss Institute, Kangan Institute, and Melbourne Polytechnic.
English Language Intensive Courses for Overseas Students (ELICOS) are fully accredited by the government and can prepare students for further studies.
International Student Program – Approximately 120 secondary schools in Victoria are approved for the International Student Program via a rigorous government accreditation process. Study tours also give international students an insight into Victoria’s education system and lifestyle.
Victoria’s biggest service export
International education has been Victoria’s largest service export for more than 10 years, valued at $8.4 billion in 2022. The majority of international students come from India, China, Sri Lanka, Vietnam, Colombia and Nepal.
An overseas presence
RMIT has two campuses in Vietnam and a research and industry collaboration centre in Spain. Monash has campuses in Malaysia, Indonesia, India, Italy and China. Deakin has campuses in Indonesia and India. Victorian Government ‘Study Melbourne’ Hubs support students in China, Vietnam, Malaysia, Latin America and South Asia who are looking to study in Melbourne.
	University of Melbourne – Australia’s premier university
The University of Melbourne is Australia’s top ranked university, supporting 64,000 students across seven campuses. It has more than 20,000 international students from 130 countries and offers exchange programs with 200 global university partners.
The university has leading courses and degrees across many disciplines, ranking first in Australia for architecture, biology, business, chemistry, computer science, education, law, linguistics, marketing, maths, medicine and psychology. The university’s Melbourne Business School ranks first in Australia for its Master of Business Administration degree.
The University of Melbourne has the second highest research and development investment portfolio in Australia, with over 100 research centres and more than $670 million in annual research income.
#1 Top ranked national university
14th International ranking
41% International students


Teaching excellence
Melbourne’s leading universities offer globally recognised degrees in education, producing more education graduates than any other state in Australia.
Number of education graduates in Australia by state (thousands, 2021)
	State
	Education graduates

	Victoria
	9

	New South Wales
	6

	Queensland
	4

	Western Australia
	3

	South Australia
	2

	Tasmania
	1

	Australian Capital Territory
	0

	Northern Territory
	0


Most student-friendly city
1st Most friendly global city
2nd Most inclusive global city
4th Most liveable global city
Melbourne was rated Australia’s best student city in 2023 and fourth best in the world according to the QS Best Student Cities ranking.
International students are drawn to the city’s exceptional education, relaxed lifestyle, inclusivity and diverse cultural mix, which includes 160 cultural backgrounds and 80 faiths practiced. There are 150 languages spoken in the municipality, with 260 languages across Melbourne.
Melbourne is rated the friendliest city in the world based on resident happiness, safety, LGBTIQA+ inclusivity, top attractions and highest-rated hotels.
The city ranks second globally for inclusivity and wellbeing and third for liveability. It is considered a global capital for sport, arts, culture and food, with many of the most sought-after events in Australia.
The Study Melbourne Hub provides international students free and confidential advice about accommodation, employment, health and wellbeing as well as legal, monetary and budgeting matters.
A warm welcome
City of Melbourne hosts a range of activities to make students feel welcome – The Lord Mayor’s Student Welcome celebrates student’s contribution to the city. The Couch is an international student centre that provides advice, events, hot meals and welfare support. The My Melbourne Program helps students get to know the city, make new friends, undertake volunteer opportunities and gain access to local attractions, exclusive events, festivals, behind-the-scenes tours and ticket giveaways.
Work opportunities – International students can work up to 48 hours a fortnight while they are studying and full-time during semester breaks. Our world class research facilities, innovation ecosystems and knowledge economy present strong post study business and employment opportunities.
International student to international advisor program – This Asialink program invites international students to share their knowledge about Asia, build global capabilities and expand their professional networks.
The Pathway to Victoria Scholarship Program supports international students undertaking English language or Foundation courses before they start a principal course in Victoria, providing a pathway for students to enrol with Victorian education providers.
	Building public service capacity
The University of Melbourne’s City Diplomacy Masterclass provides international city leaders with training on city diplomacy, global urban governance, strategic international engagement and international negotiation. The RMIT Tianjin Government Leadership Program provides the next generation of Tianjin (Chinese) leaders with access to international training and immersion in western business practices and cultures. Deakin University runs an internationally focused Public Sector Reform program showcasing excellence in Victoria’s public service.



Melbourne is Australia’s EdTech capital and is home to one third of Australia’s education technology providers. A fast-growing industry, EdTech is forecast to grow by more than 10 per cent in 2025.
	Thinking about starting a business in Melbourne?
Visit Investing in Melbourne[footnoteRef:2] or email us at investmelbourne@melbourne.vic.gov.au [2:  melbourne.vic.gov.au/invest] 

Want help identifying products and services produced in Melbourne?
Visit International collaboration[footnoteRef:3] or email us at global@melbourne.vic.gov.au [3:  melbourne.vic.gov.au/international] 
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